
Creatures Of Habit | Week 2: Lying

Read Aloud:
In the Scripture we are about to read, Jesus is teaching at the temple. In true Jesus-teaching 
fashion, swarms of people flocked around him to hear what he had to say. Among the audience 
were Pharisees, non-believers, and Jesus’s disciples. Often, the Pharisees called into question 
Jesus’s integrity. They did not believe Jesus’s teachings to be true, even though Jesus said that 
He is the truth. In this passage of his teaching, Jesus is responding to the people who don’t 
believe his words to be true. 

Let’s dive into this passage together and see his response!

40 Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard from 
God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41 No, you are imitating your real father.”

They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true Father.”

42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have 
come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why can’t you 
understand what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44 For you are 
the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He 
was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 45 So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me! 46 Which 
of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am telling you the truth, why don’t 
you believe me?

John 8:40-46

1. In verse 45, Jesus says, “So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe
me!” Why does the audience of the passage not believe what Jesus says to be true? 

2. What does this passage reveal about the nature of Jesus?  

3. What other observations do you see in the passage? 

Observations
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Read Ephesians 4:11-15

1. Why does Paul describe us without Christ as “infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming?” 

2. What does it look like to speak truth in love? 

Going Deeper

Prayer

1. What are common lies people tell? 

2. Why do you think some people choose to lie instead of speaking truth? 

3. What are the affects of lying?  

4. Why do you think God hates lying so much? 

5. If you were to tell a lie, how would it affect your relationships with God and
other people? 

6. This weekend, Pastor Steve spoke about taming the tongue. What does it mean for
someone to tame their tongue? 

7. How can we be mindful of being more honest this week? 

Application


