MIRACLES

WEEK 3 // LAME MAN HEALED

HOST READS OUT LOUD:
Welcome back to week 3 of our series on miracles! If you have been underwhelmed by our last two
weeks, third time’s the charm. We promise you will be thoroughly whelmed this week.
To start us off, we are going to revisit the images (on following page) from week 1.
Once you find an image that resonates with you...or that you just like, talk about a time from the past
week that you identified with the image. If you can’t think of a time, pick an image that you hope will
represent the upcoming week instead.

HOST READS OUT LOUD:
Miracles happen when God steps into our situation and creates a way when there seems to be no way
(and we believe He’s gonna do it again #knowyourworshiptunes). The more desperate the situation, the
more in need of a miracle we are.
•
•

According to a Pew research study, one-quarter of U.S. adults say their faith has become
stronger because of the coronavirus pandemic. Why do you think difficult times tend to draw
people closer to God?
As you reflect over your life, have you found it more difficult to stay connected to God during the
high, low or steady times? Why?

[The reading responsibility goes to the person with the most cranial accessories (that means
earrings, hat, headbands, eye patch, gas mask, etc.).]

Way to step up your accessory game! You really came out… a head… get it? #dadjoke

READ OUT LOUD:
Although God is the miracle worker, oftentimes we have a part to play in the miracle we seek.
1. Sometimes it seems it would be easier if there was a specific formula to pray to get a miracle in a
given situation. Why doesn’t God do it that way? (give plenty of time to answer. I’m ok with the
silence)
2. What is our part when it comes to seeking a miracle?
[The reading responsibility goes to person most likely to have used Miracle-Gro(c) in the last
month.]

Nice job there, green thumb. I love plants, too! That’s why I’m entirely digital. #appsaregreentoo

READ OUT LOUD:
For the second week in a row, we are exploring a miracle that made it possible for a lame man to walk.
Last week, we read about Jesus healing a paralytic man, and this week Peter is used by God to heal a
40-year-old man who had been lame since birth. (Not that he was born with a pocket protector, but that
he was physically disabled in some way.)
Let’s all find Acts 3:1-10 in our Bible… (have someone read it once everyone gets there.).

READ OUT LOUD:
From this passage of Scripture, it’s clear that Peter and John had no idea how God intended to use them
when they first set out to the temple to pray. Some of the greatest things God will do in our lives will
happen in the midst of us going about other things.
1. Why is it easy to miss these “divine appointments” in our day-to-day lives?
2. In your life, when are you more likely to view these chance encounters as an opportunity, and
when are you more likely to view them as a distraction? Why?
[After several people have had the chance to answer, the reading responsibility goes to the
person most easily distracted in your… SQUIRREL! 🐿]
Never mind that’s just a chipmunk... we’re still talking about miracles...

READ OUT LOUD:
Verse 4 says, “Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’”
•

What helps you to have eyes to see the needs of those around you?

After this, they gave the man something better than what he was expecting. Let’s take a look at verses 7
and 8 again. It says,
“Taking him by the right hand, [Peter] helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles
became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk.”

READ OUT LOUD:
Notice that the miracle was realized as the man put weight on his legs. This is a good illustration of God’s
part and our part. Clearly, the man did not heal himself by putting weight on his legs. But he did receive
his miracle by stepping into it.
1. What things might have kept the man from taking his first steps?
2. When have you had to overcome something to step into a miracle God had for you? Or is there a
step you need to take toward a miracle you’re asking God for now?

[After everyone has had a chance to answer, the reading responsibility goes back to the host.]

HOST READS OUT LOUD:
It is easy to settle for less than God’s best. This man was asking for alms when what he needed was legs.
Like this man, it can be easy for us to ask for far less than God wants to give us. I want to lead us in a
time of prayer that we are going to ask God to give us His vision for how He wants to work in our lives.
Dear God, thank you for all that you are doing and desire to do in our lives. As we take the next
30 seconds to listen, would you reveal to us an area that you want to work in our lives?
[pause for 30 seconds]
Help us to continue to seek you and what you would have for us rather than what we are
comfortable with or think is attainable. Stretch each of us to have a God-sized vision for what you
are doing in our lives and desire to use us to do in the lives of those around us. Help us to echo
with our lives the words in Ephesians 3:20-21 that says, “Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!
Amen.”
•

Is there an area you think God is wanting to stretch you based on this prayer time or our group
time together?

[After sufficient time for application, be sure to take time to pray for specific needs in your group.]

