
True North // Week 4 // The Vine 

 

 

1. Do any of you have a green thumb? How are you with plants? Any good stories of 

success or failure when it comes to gardening? 

 

2. How do most people tend to define success? What are some of the more common tips 

or suggestions you’ve heard for living a successful life? 

 

3. Read John 15:5-6. In this passage, Jesus challenges our understanding of success. What 

does He indicate is at the core of finding true and lasting success, and why do you think 

it’s so hard for most people to experience? 

 

4. Think of all the ways people stay connected - what’s your favorite way to connect? 
Additionally, have you noticed our world sometimes feels less connected than ever, 

despite all the ways to connect? Why do you think that is? 

 

5. Read Galatians 5:22-23. Good fruit is produced when we’re connected to the vine. 

What intentional habits/best practices regularly help you remain in the vine? On the 

flipside, what draws you away from consistently connecting with God?  

 

6. Read John 15:1-2. Jesus said, “The Father will prune every branch that bears fruit so that 

it will be even more fruitful.” Have you ever experienced spiritual pruning in your life? If 

so, what was that like, and what was the long-term effect? 

 

7. Why do you believe Jesus is so interested in us bearing fruit? In fact, considering how 

often we drift into living life disconnected from Him, why is God so patient? 

 

Closing Challenge: Please read together 

 

Looking back at Galatians 5:22-23, here’s a complete listing of the fruit of the spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control. 

 

• God wants to help with our weaknesses, but He also invites us to build on our 

strengths. Identify which of these nine fruits you see as a strength. Share it with the 

group, allow them to affirm you and brainstorm ways you can develop it even more. 

 

God wants to build on our strengths, but He also offers help with our weaknesses. Identify 

which of these nine fruits you see as a weakness. Share it with the group, allow others in the 

group to pray for you and ask God to help you get stronger in this area. 


