
PARTICIPANT GUIDE



Welcome to
THE CHOSEN 
CHALLENGE.
For the next six weeks, your challenge is to lean into this resource to help 
you grow in your faith and be open to what God has for you. Everyone 
has a next step in their faith, and our prayer is that this challenge would 
help you grow. You will experience different spiritual disciplines that 
will challenge you to follow Jesus in a deeper way. This is a personal 
challenge, but it will also be helpful to talk about your journey in your life 
group. Walking through this challenge with other people will encourage 
you and hold you accountable. Your next is now!
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WEEK 1   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

*If you are a new group, we encourage you to read through and agree 
to the Life Group Agreement on page 3 and 4.  Even groups who have 
been together for a while, can benefit from this.

What activity/experience would you never contemplate doing because 
you would be too scared to go after it?  Explain/Share.

Are you someone who is driven and knows how to get to where you 
want to go or are you someone who isn’t sure what the next step is and 
how to get there?  Explain.

In Joshua 1 God tells Joshua this…
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 
This is a promise God gives you… what is the hardest part about 
believing this and living it out for you personally?

1.

2.

3.
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What do you think God is calling you to step out in faith and do? 

Where in your life do you need to “Make Moves” in order to be who God 
is calling you to be?

What is something you want to get out of the “CHOSEN, Spiritual Growth 
Campaign”?

How can we pray for each other as we begin this CHOSEN challenge?

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Life Group Agreement

One thing we know about Life Groups is they work best with 
commitment. So, this week, we want to challenge you as a group to 
commit to a few things throughout the duration of this series to get 
started. If your group has been together for years, these may be a good 
refresher. If your group is new, these will help jump start the growth and 
development that happens in group as you do life together.

Commit to Show Up for Each Other. We are making a commitment to 
God and to each other to show up every week and share our lives 
with one another. Sure, sometimes things come up, and you might have 
to miss group, and that is totally understandable. But it is difficult to 
really build trust if we aren’t consistent, so we will take seriously our 
commitment to be a part of this life group and show up weekly. This 
series is only six weeks long. We can make that happen. 

Commit to Honesty and Authenticity. Your group needs to be a place 
to really be yourself, be comfortable sharing struggles or doubts, be 
accepted for who you are and growing through those things. So, it is 
your job to bring the authenticity. Be real with your group, get to know 
each other’s stories, share your passions, interests, hopes, dreams, and 
let these people into your life. 

Commit to Creating a Safe Place. Life Groups aren’t about “fixing” 
people. And they definitely aren’t a place for gossip. Without a listen-
first attitude and a commitment to confidentiality, it is hard to grow 
that honesty and authenticity we just talked about. What you hear 
here stays here. When someone shares their story or fears or doubts 
or struggles, they are letting you into their life. Be someone who can be 
trusted with that responsibility. Share life with each other, but there’s no 
need to talk about someone else’s life when you leave. 
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Commit to Making Moves Together. Each week the messages and 
content are all designed to lead you to a move you can make together. 
So, make some moves. Don’t skip out on the challenges that come with 
each week. Do them together, have a good attitude about it, hold each 
other accountable to doing them and give them your best, and you and 
your group will see real growth from it. 

There is something official about putting your name in ink… so let’s make 
it official.

I,                                                                             commit to Showing Up, to being 
Honest and Authentic, to being a Safe Place and to Making Moves
with my Life Group. 

Before you go… take a minute to write down what you want and need 
from a Life Group and spend time as a group praying for those things 
together.
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WEEK 2   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

Was it easy or hard for you as a child to say sorry or ask for forgiveness?  
Share an example.

Share an example of forgiveness that you have seen in your life.

Who, in your life, is a great example of what it means to forgive someone 
else?

READ COLOSSIANS 3:12-15
12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive 
anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us 
all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from 
Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to 
live in peace. And always be thankful.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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What can you learn about how you should treat others?  What does it 
say about forgiveness is this passage of scripture?

Is there someone in your life that you are struggling to extend 
forgiveness to? Or is there someone that you need to go and ask for 
their forgiveness? Explain.

What is holding you back from forgiving or asking for forgiveness?

How does knowing God has graciously forgiven you when you go to 
Him, change how you should look at forgiving someone else?  Explain.

How can we pray for each other this week?

5.

6.

7.

8.
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WEEK 3   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

1. What is something you love, and consequently you love to talk about? 
(maybe those closest to you would say your too obsessed)

Sharing our faith story is simply sharing with another what your life was 
like before Christ, how you made the decision to follow Christ and what 
your life is like now.  Discuss the following questions as a group.

YOUR LIFE BEFORE CHRIST. 
1. What was your attitude toward God and the church prior to   
     following Christ?

2. Before Christ what were the most important things in your life that   
    you were chasing?
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8.

9.

YOUR DECISION TO BECOME A CHRIST-FOLLOWER.
3. What did it feel like to decide to give your life to God? What   
     emotions did you experience?

4. What people played an important role in helping you come to   
     that decision?

YOUR LIFE WITH CHRIST.
5. How would your life look differently today if Jesus were not a part   
     of it?

6. What has God been doing in your life lately?

Do you find it easy or difficult to share your faith story?  Why?

What has been your experience in sharing your faith story with others?
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WEEK 4   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

Name something you love that would surprise people? (example: 
clipping finger nails, sushi or watching rom-coms)

What attributes of love do you think of when you hear “Love One 
Another”? (For list of what the God’s word tells us love is, see 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7)

“Love sacrifices something of value for the sake of someone else” How 
does that definition of love change your view of Jesus’ love for you? How 
does it change your view of how you can love others? 

What is a situation in your life where you felt loved in an authentic and 
meaningful way?

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Who do you believe God is calling you to love right now? (examples: 
wife, kids, parents, friend, neighbor)

What time, talent, treasure can you identify in your life that could be 
used to love that person? What is one action step you can take this 
week to make moves toward this goal?

Take time as a group to pray for the people who you need to show love 
to and be a reflection of God’s love to them.

5.

6.

7.
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WEEK 5   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

What was the least responsible thing you ever did with something that 
was not yours? Explain and own it!

Describe a time in your life that you took care of something for someone 
else.

If you were honest with yourself and the group, where is it that you are 
trying to store up treasure?  Here or in heaven?  Explain why.

What are some ways you can be generous with more than just money?

Every good and perfect gift comes from above.  Everything that you 
have has been given to you by God.  You are a steward of what you 
have been given.  How should this fact change how you think about 
generosity?  Explain.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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How would your life change if you really believed you are a steward of 
everything you have?  

Which area of your life is it really challenging for you to be generous 
with?  

Who is the most generous person you know? Why did they come to 
mind immediately?  

What does it look like for generosity to become a rhythm in your life?

6.

7.

8.

9.
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WEEK 6   |   Life Group Discussion Questions

What is an area you want to grow in that matters to you?

Choose one area to focus on for this season.

We encourage you to start here if you do not yet have a regular quiet time 
with God.

Spiritual Habits

Marriage

Relationships

Parenting

Healthy habit trainer - will help you create a regular quiet time with God

Learning God’s character
Bible study
Prayer
Meditation
Scripture memorization
Journaling
Find my purpose

Becoming a godly husband
Becoming a godly wife
Foundations for a godly 
marriage

Build Christian relationships
Be a better friend
Dating relationships
Workplace relationships
Single life
Receiving and providing 
accountability

New parents
Teenagers
Young adults
Caring for aging parents
Raising a godly family

We will start our group time by choosing an area that we would like to 
grow in over the next 90 days.
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Northview would like to come along side you on this journey by 
providing resources and encouragement related to the area of growth 
you selected.  Text the Word “Chosen” to 85379 and you will see the 
same list of growth options as above.  

Select the ONE area of growth you shared with the group and 
Northview will send customized resources to help you in your journey.

Other

Wellness Generosity

Create a healthy pace of life
Stop a bad habit
Get fit
Emotional health
Effective time management
Grow in my leadership

Giving
Serving
Living missionally
Develop a heart of worship
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Do you struggle to be too separate from the world or too much like the 
world? Why do you think that is?

If someone were to follow you around for a week, what parts of your 
week would show that you follow God? (Actions, speech, how you 
spend time or money)

Which parts would they see that might not be a great reflection of God? 

As followers of Christ, our lives should look radically different than those 
who don’t follow Jesus. Why can it feel like a struggle to live like this?

READ ROMANS 12:1-2.
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this 
is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.”

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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6.

7.

8.

How would your daily life change if your goal was to live as a living 
sacrifice? 

Following God is not just about obedience out of obligation, but it’s 
about following Him out of love for who He is and what He’s done. If you 
took a hard look at your life, would you say you are more motivated by 
love for God or fear of breaking the rules and why?

We will never grow in holiness if we never set apart parts of our lives to 
be set apart and different from the world. What is one thing you can do 
to set apart a piece of your life to take one step toward holiness? (Time, 
finances, morning routines, church engagement or spiritual disciplines, 
words you say, etc)

Take some time to pray as a group and share any prayer requests!



17

THE

CHALLENGE
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WEEK ONE

Choose to Make Moves
Sometimes you have to make a choice to get in the 
game and to make a move.  We want to encourage you 
over the next six weeks to be in the church service each 
week, to connect together with a small group around 
this content and to personally engage with the 30 day 
challenge.  Will you say YES to your next?
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Day 1 – You Were Chosen to Do Something

Pastor, teacher and reformer Martin Luther was once asked about his 
normal busy schedule and how he would deal with a particularly full 
day ahead of him. His answer was profound: “Work, work from early 
until late. In fact, I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three 
hours in prayer.”

God has, without question or doubt, called you to make moves in your 
walk with Him and in loving and living for the glory of Christ’s name. This 
is an excellent thing to know…but how are you supposed to actually do 
it? Where should you make those moves?

Luther knew a core truth about your life. The busier you feel, the more 
you have in your phone’s calendars, the more notifications you have 
reminding you about upcoming meetings, the more you need to spend 
time in prayer with the Lord. One other comment Luther made regarding 
prayer stands out as well, “The fewer the words, the better that prayer.”

You see, it’s all too easy for us to see prayer as a means to list what we 
want instead of listening for what God wants from us, in us, and for us. 
Prayer matters because prayer brings us into constant communion with 
the Father. The Father who is calling you to make moves for his kingdom, 
are you listening for what that move is?

“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened.” -LUKE 11:9-13

Week 1
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ACTION STEP

Today, we are going to be intentional in prayer. Ask, 
seek, knock and then listen. Set five times today to pray 
that the Lord would reveal where your next move should 
be. Use the alarms or reminders on your phone (Create 
them right now!) to help remind you.
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Day 2 – Make Moves in Faith

We are, as humans, encouraged and inspired by the success stories of 
others. Especially those who took risks in order to follow their dreams 
and convictions. Nehemiah is a major trailblazer. If you’re looking for a 
story of bravery, courage, confidence in faith and practically following 
God, read it all.

The short of it is that God led a lowly servant to lead a full rebuild of 
a city that laid in ruins while enemy nations plotted and prepared 
to attack them the entire time. It was lay people, everyday men and 
women very much like you, who followed God’s move in their life to 
rebuild their city and give them lives that were free from being servants 
and slaves.

They could have looked at the enemy nations and declined. They could 
have said, “I am not a construction expert, I can’t help.” They could have 
seen the long odds and the fear and uncertainty swirling throughout the 
nation and stayed put.

But they acted in the midst of what appeared to be long odds. Are you 
more paralyzed by fear than you’ve admitted in the past? Does the 
uncertainty of making moves for God give you too much uncertainty to 
follow? God will never force you to choose his plan.

Are you afraid? Unsure of what will happen?

Don’t stay put due to fear. Make moves in faith.

Week 1
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FEARS: PROMISES OF GOD:

ACTION STEP

Below are two sets of blanks, one for the fears you 
have and one for the promises God makes to you. Write 
down three fears that hold you back from making 
moves God calls you to make, and then open your 
browser and search for “Promises of God.” Write down 
three promises God has made in scripture that you need 
to remember.

Cling to those promises when you have fear and doubt 
about what God is calling to do.
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Day 3 – Make Moves Today

“As (Jesus) said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice 
and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at 
which you nursed!’ But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!’” -LUKE 11:27-28

In this passage, Jesus has been teaching and performing miracles 
before the woman in the crowd raises her voice, and with good 
intention, said that the mother of Jesus should be blessed for her raising 
of the Messiah. Jesus’ response is a bit surprising as he said the one who 
is blessed is the person who hears God’s word and acts on it. James 
similarly says:

“But be doers of the words, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
-JAMES 1:22

Are you running away from the next move that you know you need to 
take?

If you put off for tomorrow what should be done today, you are running 
from the move God asked of you. Let us not trick ourselves into thinking 
we are following what God wants for us when we run from doing what 
he asks. You can be a doer of God’s word today. Follow him today. Make 
moves this day.

Week 1
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ACTION STEP

Obedience in God happens one step at a time. Choose 
one of the following action steps and make it happen 
TODAY. Do not let today pass by without being a faithful 
doer of God’s word.

(Choose at least one) 
- Sign up for NEXT Experience at Northview (in the app, 
online or by texting “NEXT” to 85379)

- Write out a list of the things you have been running 
from that God is calling you to make moves toward, and 
act on one today

- Call/email/text someone you trust who is a follower of 
Jesus and ask for a face-to-face meeting to talk about 
your next.

- Call/text a friend and ask them to hold you 
accountable for making moves this week, giving them 
permission to call you out and ask what you’ve done
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Day 4 – Make Moves, Not Excuses

Jesus knew what it was like to be hungry. Jesus spent 40 days in a 
desert fasting. Jesus knew what it was like to have others lie about him. 
Jesus often acted in kindness only to immediately find himself being 
accused of evil. Jesus knew what was like to feel betrayed. Jesus had 
one of his best friends sell him to his future killers for some silver. Jesus 
knew what it was like to hurt. Jesus spent days being beaten, spat on, 
whipped and eventually killed for things he never did. Jesus did not, 
however, complain.

But Jesus’ disciples complained at times. For food, for sleep, for status, 
for honor, for friendship. But they watched Jesus suffer time after time, 
and he continued to make the moves God asked, not any list of excuses 
or complaints. And that led Jesus’ friends, the disciples, to end their 
excuse making and quarreling over time, diving headfirst into whatever 
God put in front of them.

Do you make more excuses than steps of obedience? It’s alright, so did 
the disciples of Jesus. But they learned to change that. They learned to 
make moves, not excuses. In scarcity, in abundance, in every situation 
you find yourself, we are asked to follow God and not make excuses. To 
make moves, no excuses.

Week 1
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ACTION STEP

Skip breakfast and lunch today (or any two meals). This 
is an invitation to experience hunger, to give yourself an 
additional reason to complain. And yet, your challenge 
today is to NOT complain. Rather, every time you notice 
your hunger, to think about the obedience and the next 
move God is calling you to follow.

It may be helpful to write down your feelings and 
thoughts in a journal or your phone’s notes every time 
you notice yourself getting hungry. The more you 
practice listening to God instead of listening to the 
excuses that naturally come to mind, the better you will 
become at hearing the voice of the Lord in your life. Look 
at how you felt and what you thought at the end of the 
day and give those thoughts to the Lord in prayer.
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Day 5 – Make God’s Moves

The past week has been full of asking God to help you make the moves 
in your life He is asking of you. While it is a good and necessary step to 
act and step into the next thing God has for you, you will never become 
all he wants for you alone. James, the half-brother of Jesus, lays out 
three steps and a promise for us.

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.”
-JAMES 4:7-8

Today, remember you must begin your time by submitting to God, by 
humbling yourself before him, by putting God before yourself. Putting 
God before your next move. James says that is step one.

As you then fight against the devil, against the evil temptations in your 
mind, he will run away from you. And then third, the beautiful promise of 
God: Come close to Him, and He will come close to you.

If you humble your plans to the plans of God and accept that it may be 
uncomfortable, you can rely on the grace and strength God gives you. 
It’s a PROMISE that when you draw near to God, He will draw near to 
you. God has got you.

Week 1



28

ACTION STEP

Write down James 4:7-8.

Place it on your bathroom mirror, in your car, at your 
desk, in the kitchen or a place you will see it for the next 
week. Perhaps you need to screenshot the verse and 
save it as your phone’s background. Read through this 
verse daily to remember the posture God wants from 
your heart. To remember to humble yourself to God’s 
plans, resist temptation and come closer to God. If you 
do, He has promised you will experience more of Him.
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WEEK TWO

Choose to Forgive
As you begin the second week of the challenge, you are 
going to be learning about forgiveness.  Now, you may be 
thinking, “forgiveness is easy” or “I already know about 
forgiveness.”  Take a step back, be ready for what God has 
for you this week and be honest about what forgiveness 
looks like in your life.  

Is there someone you need to begin to move forward 
asking them to forgive you for something you did to them?

Is there someone in your life who has wronged you and 
you need to move toward forgiving them?

Your challenge is to take a step toward extending 
forgiveness or to ask for forgiveness.  There are 
circumstances that may mean you can’t immediately 
just flip a switch and forgive someone or to even ask for 
forgiveness.  The challenge is that you work toward it.  
Take time each day this week to pray that God would 
give you the strength to forgive or the courage to ask 
for forgiveness.  Everyone is in a different place and has 
experienced different things in life.  God knows your 
situation better than anyone else and has experienced 
betrayal and trials in this life.  He knows how you feel but 
longs for you to get to a place where you can forgive, or to 
ask for forgiveness. 
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Day 6 - The Power of Forgiveness

In the 2009 film “Invictus,” Nelson Mandala (played by actor Morgan 
Freeman) avows to the African National Congress in a show of defiance: 
“Forgiveness starts here… Forgiveness liberates the soul… It removes fear, 
that is why it is such a powerful weapon… the past is the past, we look to 
the future.”

Forgiveness is powerful. It is powerful for the person who does the 
forgiving, and it is powerful for the person being forgiven. Let’s be 
honest, it doesn’t feel good to have wronged someone and know they 
are holding it against you. It also doesn’t feel good to hold something 
over someone and let that wrong eat away at you. 

There are many people who do not pursue forgiveness because it 
feels like they would be letting the person who wronged them off the 
hook. The power of forgiveness lies with the belief and trust that God 
is sovereign, He is in control and He is the ultimate judge. What would 
happen if you looked at the people who you have wronged or the 
people who have wronged you, and you saw that as an opportunity to 
love?

“O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for 
all who ask for your help.” - PSALM 86:5

Our God is ready to forgive because of the love He has for us. When we 
have love for other people, forgiveness can happen.

Week 2
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ACTION STEP

In the space provided below, make a list of people you 
need to forgive and of people you may need to go to 
and ask for their forgiveness. When you write down 
those names, take a few moments and pray for them. 
Pray that God would bless them and grant them favor.
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Day 7 - Forgiveness leads to freedom

Francis Frangipane said, “Would you like to see the Lord shatter 
the spiritual prisons in your life, the areas where you feel trapped? 
Then forgive those who put you there, for surely the walls of your 
imprisonment are made of your own anger and unforgiveness toward 
others.”

Those are powerful words. Another way it has been said is 
unforgiveness is like drinking poison yourself while waiting for the 
other person to die. When someone does something to you, you have 
a choice to make. Choosing not to forgive traps you in a vicious circle 
in your head, causing bitterness, resentment and anger.  Those feelings 
slowly eat away at your soul.  

Freedom comes from realizing you have been forgiven. Jesus paid the 
ultimate sacrifice on the cross. God offers you forgiveness through His 
son Jesus so we can have freedom from sin.

“We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin 
might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when 
we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin.” - ROMANS 
6:6-7

We have freedom through the forgiveness we received through Jesus; 
shouldn’t that make forgiving others something to pursue?

“Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive 
anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others.” - COLOSSIANS 3:13

Week 2
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ACTION STEP

Below, write out a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
sacrifice Jesus made on the cross for you. Ask God to 
help you embrace the freedom you have from sin and 
also the freedom given by extending forgiveness.
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Day 8 - Forgiving is hard

Offering up forgiveness is hard. It could feel like the right thing to do 
to hold a grudge.  There is a story in the Bible that gives us a tangible 
example of how difficult forgiveness can be. The story of Joseph is a 
popular passage of scripture. You have more than likely heard it or read 
it before. You can read the entire story in Genesis Chapters 37-50.

The story in a nutshell is that Joseph had brothers. They were jealous of 
Joseph, so they beat him and sold him to slave traders. Joseph was sold 
by the people who should have loved him no matter what and always 
had his back. Joseph endured slavery, false accusations and prison 
time. Ultimately, God showed favor on Joseph and allowed him to gain 
the respect of Pharaoh in Egypt. Joseph rose to be second in command 
over the entire nation. A great famine swept over all the land, which led 
Joseph’s family to journey to Egypt in search of food. Joseph’s brothers 
came before him, not realizing it was their lost brother.  

“‘I am Joseph!’ he said to his brothers. ‘Is my father still alive?’ But his 
brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was 
standing there in front of them. ‘Please, come closer,’ he said to them. So 
they came closer. And he said again, ‘I am Joseph, your brother, whom 
you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry 
with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here 
ahead of you to preserve your lives.’” - GENESIS 45:3-5

Joseph forgave his brothers. He didn’t have to, but Joseph was able to 
see God at work through it all.  Forgiveness isn’t always easy, but that’s 
where God comes in and meets you where you are.

Week 2
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ACTION STEP

What is the hardest part about forgiveness for you?

Describe a time in your life where you forgave someone.  

Which do you think is more difficult for you, asking 
forgiveness of someone you have wronged or forgiving 
someone who has hurt you?  Explain.
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Day 9 - Forgiven People Forgive

Read this parable Jesus told his disciples about forgiveness.

“Then Peter came to him and asked, ‘Lord, how often should I forgive 
someone who sins against me? Seven times?’ ‘No, not seven times,’ Jesus 
replied, ‘but seventy times seven!’ Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven 
can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to 
date with servants who had borrowed money from him. In the process, 
one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. He 
couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, 
his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. But the man fell 
down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, 
and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he 
released him and forgave his debt.
But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who 
owed him a few thou-sand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and 
demanded instant payment.
His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more 
time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor 
wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt 
could be paid in full.
When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They 
went to the king and told him everything that had happened. Then 
the king called in the man he had for-given and said, ‘You evil servant! 
I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 
Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on 
you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he 
had paid his entire debt. That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you 
if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”
- MATTHEW 18:21-35

You have been forgiven for your sin; this means forgiving others should 
become easier for you. If God didn’t make a way for forgiveness to 
happen through Jesus, there would be no hope. Since you have been 
given hope and forgiveness through Jesus’ sacrifice, you should be 
quick to forgive those who have wronged you. 

Week 2
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“Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has forgiven you.” -EPHESIANS 4:32

The reality is you are the recipient of forgiveness. Forgiven people 
understand the gift it is and should actively work on forgiving others. 
Forgiven people forgive.

ACTION STEP

What is your biggest takeaway from the passage of 
scripture you read today?

What words would you use to describe the gift of 
forgiveness you have experienced?

Take 5 minutes, put your phone away, find a quiet spot in 
your home and reflect on the forgiveness God has given 
you. End your time by asking God to help you forgive 
others more readily.
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Day 10 - Forgiveness helps to Refocus

As a Christ follower, our focus each and every day should be focused on 
Him. Each and every day you strive to walk in the ways of Jesus. Some 
days, you may feel like you did a pretty good job, and other days you 
probably hang your head in disappointment. This life gives you every 
opportunity to learn from mistakes and continue to pursue Jesus.  

When you come up on a chance to forgive someone or to seek 
forgiveness, you have an opportunity to refocus your thoughts, your 
actions and your motives on God.  It is a chance to be reminded of who 
He is, the promises He has made you and the hope He has given you. 
Easier said than done, right? Forgiving someone is your cue to fix your 
eyes on Jesus. Check this passage out:

“One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to 
the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, ‘Of 
all the commandments, which is the most important?’ Jesus replied, 
‘The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord 
our God is the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ The 
second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other 
commandment is greater than these.’” - MARK 12:28-31

The two greatest commandments are to love the Lord with everything 
you have and love others as much as you love yourself. Forgiveness 
levels the playing field. Forgiveness allows you the chance to see 
someone the way God sees them. Forgiving someone gives you the 
perspective God has when He forgave and continues to forgive you for 
not living the life He is calling you to. Forgiveness helps you refocus on 
Mark 12 and what the most important aspects of your faith should be. 
Love God, Love Others… no matter what they have done!

Week 2
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ACTION STEP

Share your story of forgiveness.  In the space below, 
share about a time you had to forgive someone or you 
were forgiven by someone else.  Be ready to share this 
story with your group.
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WEEK THREE

Choose to Share
One of the most important parts of who you are is how 
you came to know Jesus as your savior.  Your experience, 
your story is important and it deserves to be shared 
with those you care about.  The story of how you came 
to realize you needed a Savior can be exactly what 
someone else needs to hear to help them see their need 
for Jesus as well.  

Your challenge this week is to pray for, look for and step 
into an opportunity to share what you believe and why 
you believe it.  Share your story with a close friend, a co-
worker, a family member or someone else you see on a 
consistent basis.  Share this challenge with your life group 
or someone you can trust and have them help encourage 
you, hold you accountable to make it happen.
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Day 11 - Who is your God?

Moses had an incredible experience when he first met God! God’s voice 
came from a bush that was on fire, yet not burning, and told Moses He 
would rescue the Israelites and would do so through him! Knowing he 
needed to share this with everyone, Moses asked God possibly the most 
basic question he could: What’s your name?

“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.’” -EXODUS 3:14

At first glance, that seems like the most unhelpful identifier possible: I AM. 
Think of it this way, though: How can any name be enough to describe 
God? 

All through the Bible, we see nicknames for I AM. One of the most fun 
things is to read about how different people experienced God and 
came up with nicknames of their own!
-Hagar was lost physically and emotionally in the desert. She felt alone 
and hopeless. But God came near and ministered to her and her baby. 
Her experience with God result-ed in her naming Him El Roi, which 
means The God Who Sees Me.
-David was constantly needing saved - fighting giants, hiding from 
kings, avoiding overthrow, etc. God not only saw him through some 
unbelievable times, but gave him victory over his enemies. David’s 
experiences with God resulted in him naming God Jehova Raah, which 
means The Lord is my Shepherd.

God is WITH His people! Not in a distant, mysterious way, but in real-life 
practical and intimate ways!

Week 3
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ACTION STEP

So what about you? Take some time looking at your 
walk with Jesus. Do you see any themes? Any dramatic 
situations that cemented how you think of Him?

Use the space below to give God a nickname based on 
your own journey with Him. Find one in scripture you like 
or make up one brand new! Journal the name and why 
you chose it…
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Day 12 - Building Altars

We often think of altars as places to pray at the front of a church. A 
somehow more holy spot used when you REALLY need to make sure 
God hears your prayer.

Or maybe you’re reading through the Old Testament and the word altar 
conjures really gross images of animal sacrifice, a practice you’re more 
than a little thankful that Jesus’s death and resurrection fulfilled.

There’s one other type of altar. One less intimidating than the former and 
way less bloody than the latter. It’s an altar of remembrance. Several 
places in the Bible describe situations where the Israelites encountered 
God through an event and established an altar on the spot. Then 
whenever they passed it, they’d recall how God came through for them. 
It would remind them to teach their kids of God’s goodness and instruct 
their own hearts when times were difficult.

“And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the 
Jordan. He said to the Israelites, ‘In the future when your descendants 
ask their parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ Tell them, ‘Israel 
crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ For the Lord your God dried up the 
Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The Lord your God did to 
the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before 
us until we had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the 
earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you 
might always fear the Lord your God.”  - JOSHUA 4:20-24

Week 3
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ACTION STEP

One of the most powerful practices we can do is 
establish altars of our own. Doing so ensures we’re 
always ready to share the stories of what God has 
done in and through us: for the benefit of others and 
ourselves.

Recall the faith-strengthening situations God’s brought 
you through. Maybe it was a healing, restoring a broken 
relationship, seeing you through heartbreak, meeting a 
financial need, etc. Use the space below to remember 
and name as many altars as you can. Read them over 
again and again so that God’s goodness is firmly on 
your heart and always near your lips.
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Day 13 - Refreshing Companions

There are a few shout-outs in the Bible that seem to eclipse the others. 
A few examples of people who captured the attention of some big time 
people.

What would it be like to be Enoch? We don’t know much about him, but 
the Bible says God took him up to heaven before death because he was 
so good! Or the disciple John? Jesus was hanging on the cross, and in a 
moment of pure humanity, he asks John to look after his mom when he’s 
gone. Jesus loves and trusts John so much that he asks him to look after 
his own mother!

Or maybe the apostle Stephen. As Stephen was being martyred, heaven 
opened and he saw Jesus standing at the right of God. Several places in 
the Bible talk about Jesus sitting next to the Father in heaven, but this is 
the only place it describes Jesus as standing. Was he impressed? Being 
respectful? Caught in the moment? Whatever it is, it’s incredible!

Or maybe the little known Onesiphorus (ohn-uh-sif’uh-ruhs)…

“May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because 
he often re-freshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. On the 
contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found 
me. May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! 
You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.”
- 2 TIMOTHY 1:16-18

While Paul is in prison, Onesiphorus, who had long been known for 
serving the early Ephesian church, takes such good care of him, 
Paul shouts him out and says he “refreshed” him! Can you imagine 
Paul publicly affirming you and your family in a letter that will remain 
important for the entirety of human history?

Sharing your faith can look like evangelism and sharing the Gospel with 
unbelievers. It can also look like serving the believers you see every week.

Week 3
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ACTION STEP

Make a list of people you know who serve others. It 
could be life group leaders, community leaders, police 
officers, firefighters, nurses, non-profit workers, etc. … 
anyone you know who work hard taking care of others.

Ask God how you can be an Onesiphorus and refresh 
the heart of someone who needs it. This could look a 
number of different ways. Pray and ask God how you 
can encourage them.
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Day 14 - Worth not waiting

Faith conversations can be tough, waiting for just the right moment to 
bring up Jesus.

Does it ever happen naturally? How often does a conversation about 
TPS reports lead to a discussion about our sinful human nature? 
Circumstances don’t typically tee you up. And putting yourself out there 
can be scary.

Just ask Esther. Esther was a Jew who became a Persian queen thanks 
to a beauty pageant. The king, who didn’t realize Esther was Jewish, 
was tricked into decreeing that all Jews be killed in just a few short 
months. Her uncle Mordecai tried to convince her to talk to her husband. 
Seems easy enough. Trouble is, there was a law that said any un-
welcome conversation and unrequested audience with the king was 
punishable by death. At the time of that conversation, she said that he 
hadn’t called on her for an entire month! Her fear is evident as Mordecai 
challenges her, saying “And who knows but that you have come to your 
royal position for such a time as this?”

She responds with a commitment. She and all the Jews will fast for three 
days. 

“When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish.” - ESTHER 4:16   

Her bravery saved the Jews exiled in Persia and even promoted her and 
Uncle Mordecai’s status.

Being ready to talk about Jesus is good. Resolving to be a person who 
talks about Jesus is better.

Week 3
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ACTION STEP

Take time today to fast and pray. Fasting is typically 
skipping a meal to focus in on God. To remind yourself 
that God, not food, sustains you. It also can be 
abstaining from an activity like a nightly routine or after 
work hobby.

Pray that God would prepare you for faith 
conversations. Use the following bullet points to help 
guide your prayer time.

• Thank you for being so close to me that I can give you a nickname.
• Thank you for showing up in my life and helping me identify my altars.
• Help me continually grow an ever clearer picture of your love for me.
• Soften my heart to the needs of people around me.
• Help me to consider ALL of your children, regardless of what they’re 

like.
• Equip me today for the conversations you want me to have 

tomorrow.
• Give me boldness in the moment to not shy away from speaking love 

and truth.
• Give me your heart for people.
• Help me slow down so that my time is available to you.
• Make me generous so that my resources are available to you.
• Make me tender to Your leading to see the moments You have for me.
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Day 15 - Filled with the Holy Spirit

We read about Peter in Acts 4:8 sharing the Gospel of Jesus with a very 
influential and very angry group of religious leaders. The verse starts with, 
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…”

And that’s where they lose us. We want to be people who boldly share 
the good news of Jesus. We want to explain salvation to nonbelievers. 
We want to share the good news of restoration to those who feel broken. 
We want to share our own stories of God’s provision to anyone who’s 
struggling the way we have. But it’s tough. And when we look to scripture to 
get encouragement, we just read about people who were “filled with the 
Spirit.” People who had something special on their side…
• Micah was filled with the Spirit when he was sent to rebuke Israel and its 

leaders.
• Barnabas was full of the Spirit when he taught the new church in Antioch.
• Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit when his sight was restored and he 

was charged with his mission.
• Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit to prophesize.

We read about these moments and think these people accomplished their 
mission only because God’s Spirit was in them. The bad news is you’re 100% 
correct.

The good news is you’re no different! God’s Spirit does not reside in a 
building or a holy relic. It doesn’t live way up high in the clouds or on a 
different realm where we can’t be. If you’re a follower of Jesus, God’s Spirit 
is already in you! The power is there! You’re not asked to do on your own 
what the early apostles had special help with. You’re charged with the 
same task and given the very same resource: God’s Spirit! 

Step up! Be bold! God’s Spirit is active in you the same as it was in all the 
heroes we read about!

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” 
-1 CORINTHIANS 6:19
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ACTION STEP

Spend some time in meditation.

Read through the following passage of scripture four 
times:

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 
that you are not your own?” - 1 CORINTHIANS 6:19

What would you attempt to do for God if you knew you 
would not fail? Write your response below.
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WEEK FOUR

Choose to Love
This week you will participate in the Matthew 25 
challenge.  Read the following passage of scripture:

MATTHEW 25:35-40

35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you 
gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into 
your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was 
sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited 
me.’ 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did 
we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did 
we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
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40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did 
it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you 
were doing it to me!’

As you continue to allow Jesus to mold you into who HE 
is calling you to be. Let Matthew 25 inform your next step 
towards being more like Jesus.  As you read above, what 
you do for the least of these you do for Him.  This week 
you will participate in a daily challenge to make you think 
about the different parts of Matthew 25:35-40.  Read 
the above passage every day and lean into the daily 
challenge you will read on each page of the devotional.

Use this week to challenge how you think about others.  

Also, text “NORTHVIEW to 56170” for additional resources and information 

as you go after this challenge.
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Day 16 - New Mission, New Identity

The disciple John goes on quite the journey with Jesus. 

He was one of Jesus’s earliest followers, along with his brother James. 
They were fishermen: tough, burly, colorful, confrontational and 
aggressive. Jesus even gave these brothers the nickname “sons of 
thunder.” On one occasion, when the Samaritans didn’t immediately 
take to Jesus, they asked Him to call down fire on the village. Another 
time, they asked Jesus if the two of them could be the greatest in 
heaven, after Him – sitting on the right and left of Jesus’s throne.

And yet, the Bible calls John “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Just listen 
to some of his own words – all taken from just one chapter, 1 John 4:
• 7 & 8: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love.

• 12: No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 
us and his love is made complete in us.

• 20: Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 
For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.

How does a person go from being a judgmental “son of thunder” to a 
hippy sounding “disciple whom Jesus loved”?

Love.

Not the noun type of love. Not the warm feelings and passionate 
moments.

The verb type of love. The type of change that can only come from 
following Jesus and living out his command: to engage with and 
actively love the world.

Week 4
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ACTION STEP

Describe what holds you back from actively loving 
others? Write your response below.

MATTHEW 25 CHALLENGE:
Skip lunch, and break your fast tonight with rice and beans.
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Day 17 - Not Just for Weddings

God gives us what love actually is in His word.  You have probably been 
at a wedding or thirty that used the passage of scripture below to talk 
about what “love” truly is. 

“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If 
I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I 
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will 
pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child, 
I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 
I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we 
see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.” -1 CORINTHIANS 13

Love is so much deeper than the feelings. Love is lived out and acted on 
and encompasses so many other attributes.

God, the Father, encompasses all of those attributes you just read.  How 
incredible is it that the God who gave everything for you, loves you 
unconditionally and in a perfect way.  

Week 4
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ACTION STEP

Use 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 to gauge how well you love. Fill 
in the blanks with your name. Then take a moment to 
consider the question.  How well do you love people in 
your life?

Is                        patient? Do I give my time to others or do I want everyone on my schedule?

Is                        kind? Do I see people and use what God’s given me to meet needs?

Does                        envy? Can I rejoice at others’ good fortune or do I compare and get jealous?

Is                        proud? Do I consider others over myself or do I want my will be done?

Does                        dishonor others? Is gossip an issue or do I thrive on lifting others up?

Is                        self-seeking? Am I always looking to benefit from every situation?

Is                        easily angered? Do harsh thoughts come quickly to mind, with words close behind?

Does                        keep record of wrongs? Do I hold onto grudges and bitterness?

Does                        delight in evil? Do I justify wrongdoing or celebrate others’ moral failures?

Does                        always protect? Do I actively look out for the good of others?

Does                        always trust? Do I cynically judge others or do I love without thought of merit?

Does                        always hope? Do I believe in the goodness of others and encourage their efforts?

Does                        always persevere? Do I give up on people when loving is difficult?

Does                        ever fail? Is there anyone in my life who feels my love for them died?

In the space below, write your thoughts after doing the exercise above.

MATTHEW 25 CHALLENGE:
Give up all drinks except water.
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Day 18 – Give Your Time

We live in a fast-paced culture. We are pushed to achieve, maximize, 
pad the calendar and then do it all again the next day. And yet, time 
sometimes moves from crawling to sprinting at a moment’s notice. A 
young mother with toddlers or the student in a boring lecture senses 
the painfully slow parts of time. Other times, like when you are deep in 
conversation and laughter with a friend, it feels like the time ends as 
soon as it starts. We have a fixed amount of time per day, and our job is 
to steward it well. This includes being productive, certainly. However, it 
also means being present and giving people the ministry of presence 
and time spent specifically with them. It also means time for the care of 
your own soul; as the psalmist says in Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that 
I am God.”

Author and theologian Henri Nouwen famously said this about the 
ministry of presence and time: “More and more, the desire grows in 
me simply to walk around, greet people, enter their homes, sit on their 
doorsteps, play ball, throw water, and be known as some-one who 
wants to live with them. It is a privilege to have the time to practice 
this simple ministry of presence. Still, it is not as simple as it seems. My 
own desire to be useful, to do something significant, or to be part of 
some impressive project is so strong that soon my time is taken up by 
meetings, conferences, study groups, and workshops that prevent me 
from walking the streets. It is difficult not to have plans, not to organize 
people around an urgent cause, and not to feel that you are working 
directly for social progress. But I wonder more and more if the first thing 
shouldn’t be to know people by name, to eat and drink with them, to 
listen to their stories and tell your own, and to let them know with words, 
handshakes, and hugs that you do not simple like them, but truly love 
them.”

What are you giving your time to? What step can you take in the ministry 
of presence? Is your significance and value tied to a full calendar in your 
smartphone or on your kitchen counter? Are you taking time to simply 
BE? Time is a gift that can be given to others or to yourself. How will you 
give your time as an act of worship to God?

Week 4
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ACTION STEP

Identify two 30-minute windows of time during your 
week. Choose one block to intentionally give time to 
someone in your life. This could be a child, a friend, 
a spouse, someone you’re mentoring or coaching – 
whether it’s an in-person conversation, text message 
exchange or virtual call. For the second block of time, 
get away from the distractions and busyness of life and 
simply be still. Care for your soul and commune with God. 
Pray…listen…journal…sing…lament…rest. May this be a step 
in allowing your time to come under God’s authority.

MATTHEW 25 CHALLENGE:
Sleep on the floor tonight.
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Day 19 – Give Your Talent

John Coltrane, the famous jazz musician, experienced a spiritual 
awakening in his life in 1957. He had been plagued by alcoholism and 
a heroin addiction. His music creation was self-serving; a way to make 
money and earn the approval of others. However, when he composed 
“A Love Supreme” after his spiritual growth, he said this in the liner notes 
(remember those?!) of that album: “…in gratitude, I humbly asked to be 
given the means and privilege to make others happy through music. I 
feel this has been granted through His grace. All praise to God!” Shortly 
after one performance of this jazz suite, witnesses heard him say “Nunc 
dimittis.” These are the same words spoken by an elderly man named 
Simeon after meeting Jesus as a child in Luke 2. The words mean, 
essentially, “I can die happy now.” 

Mr. Coltrane accentuates a key principle in scripture: Use the gifts 
God has given you to serve Him and to serve others. Paul lays this out 
in Romans 12 when he says God has given each of us gifts or talents. 
Paul then instructs believers in the church in Rome to use those gifts to 
serve. When we use our talents to serve God, it removes the self-serving 
nature that can easily tempt us. Follow Jesus’s example: not to be served, 
but to serve.

“In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things 
well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with 
as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve 
them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage 
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given 
you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a 
gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. 
Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection,[e]
and take delight in honoring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard 
and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be 
patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s people are in need, 
be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.
- ROMANS 12:6-13

Week 4
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ACTION STEP

God has created you with specific gifts and talents to 
be used in the building up of His Body, the church.  God 
wants to use your unique personality, experiences, and 
abilities to make a difference.  If you would like to learn 
more about how to use your life to make a difference, 
simply text NEXT to 85379 and register for the NEXT 
Experience.  The Next Experience is an interactive four-
week experience that will help you get engaged in all of 
the areas that matter in your spiritual journey.

MATTHEW 25 CHALLENGE:
Wear the same clothes you wore yesterday.
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Day 20 – Give Your Treasure

Generosity comes in many forms. It could be a financial donation, but it 
could also be a child sharing their favorite toy with a friend or sibling. It 
might be allowing someone to live with you and use the extra bedroom, 
but it might also be bagging the groceries for the overwhelmed single 
parent at the grocery store. Ultimately, generosity is an incarnation of 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:21: “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” As Christians, we know our treasures ultimately 
belong to God. The question is, of course, how we steward them.

Old Testament scholar, Bruce Waltke, was asked how he would sum 
up the book of Proverbs: a book written by Solomon and part of 
the Hebrew wisdom literature. He said this, “The wicked advantage 
themselves by disadvantaging others, but the righteous disadvantage 
themselves to advantage others.” If my treasures ultimately belong 
to God, my response can’t be self-serving, and my drive can’t be to 
accumulate. On the contrary, our treasure is most valuable when it is 
held loosely and given cheerfully.

What is your treasure? Is it monetary? How can God inform your 
generosity rather than mere altruism? How can we steward our treasure 
in such a way that it shares the heart of God?

Week 4
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ACTION STEP

Very simple – find a way to bless someone with your 
treasure. If your treasure is that you’re great with kids, 
offer to babysit for a young married couple trying to 
have a date night after months of stress and sleepless 
nights. If your treasure is time, then dedicate it to 
serving a family or community in need. If your treasure is 
money, bless someone financially this week. When we 
put intentionality behind our generosity, it is an act of 
worship!  Write down your ideas below:

MATTHEW 25 CHALLENGE:
Reach out to someone going through a difficult time.
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WEEK FIVE

Choose to Be Generous
So what is it for you?  What is something you need to 
loosen your grip on?  How can you be radically generous 
with what you have been given by God?

In the space below write down 3 ideas of how you can 
be radically generous with what God has given you. 
Underneath those 3 ideas write down one practical step 
you can take today in order to make those ideas happen.

Also, be ready to share these ideas with your life group.
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Day 21 - Purpose Leads to Generosity

During World War II, there was a soldier in the American army who was 
fighting in Japan. His name was Desmond T. Doss. He a private in the 
army, and he refused to pick up a weapon and use it in battle because 
of his religious beliefs. When Doss was drafted into the army, he was 
ridiculed and considered an outcast by his fellow soldiers because they 
felt like he was abandoning them. He faced major hardships during 
training from his fellow Americans long before they ever shipped off to 
fight in Japan. 

Once they got the battlefield, Doss stayed true to his pacifist beliefs and 
never used a weapon in war. Instead, he risked his life to save more than 
75 men who were wounded and couldn’t move on the battlefield. What 
makes the story even crazier is that the battlefield was on a cliff with a 
90-degree vertical drop, so the only way to get up or down was to climb 
on a massive rope. It was an impossible task to even save one fellow 
soldier on the cliffside, let alone 75. 

Desmond refused to give up, ensuring that he brought every wounded 
soldier back to safety. You may know this story from the movie “Hacksaw 
Ridge,” which came out a few years ago. The story itself is incredible, but 
there is a driving conviction that compels Desmond to never give up: It’s 
his purpose. Early on in his life, he resolves to live his life pursuing healing 
and restoration, never violence. It becomes his center of gravity, making 
every decision out of this conviction, this purpose. The end result is a life 
and legacy of greatness, that is still discussed today.

As a Christian, your purpose stems from that identity. From your purpose, 
flows every major decision you make in life. Your trajectory is dependent 
on your purpose. Once you realize your purpose, you are able to be 
generous with everything you have and everything you are. We become 
ready for any opportunity have God puts in front of us.  Your purpose in 
Christ should create in you a generous spirit. 

Following Jesus should make you a generous person.  So… are you?

Week 5
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ACTION STEP

So, what does this look like in your context (work, home, 
recreation)? How do you get specific about living out a 
generous life? Below, make a list of everything in your life 
you “could” be generous with. List as many things as you 
possibly can.
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Day 22 - Generosity is Part of God’s Will 

Purpose is the reason why we exist on this earth for such a short time. 
Some people have put their sense of purpose in something that does 
not satisfy or last. When they have reached the end of that pursuit, they 
are often left wondering what is the point of all this anyway? Is there an 
answer? 

It’s like trying to decipher what God’s will for your life is. When you 
are younger you want to figure out if it’s God’s will for you to marry a 
significant other, or if it is His will for you to take a certain job or move to 
a particular area of the world. These decisions can leave you paralyzed 
in fear to make the wrong decision, only for everything in life to come 
undone.  When you become paralyzed by fear, you are no longer able 
to be generous with what God has given you either.

Paul says in ROMANS 12:1-2, “Therefore I urge you brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world but be trans-formed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Here in Romans 12, you see Paul addressing God’s will, or what he wants 
to do in the world. Every part of you is a sacrifice to God. Every little bit 
of who you are has been created to be a reflection of God’s love to this 
world. You do this in a tangible way when you are generous with your 
gifts, your talents, your time, your energy, your passion, your love for 
Jesus. When you live a life of sacrifice, you are no longer worried about 
anything else and you can stop being paralyzed by fear of the unknown. 
You start to see opportunities every single day to live with open hands, 
ready for whatever God has for you that day.

Week 5
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ACTION STEP

Read through Romans 12:1-2 again, and then simply pray 
this prayer:

“God, I offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Make my 
mind new again and align my heart to yours. Help me be 
open handed with everything you have blessed me with 
and help me be ready to be generous with what you 
have given me. Amen.”
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Day 23 – Word Generosity

John 4 records this fascinating conversation with Jesus and a Samaritan 
woman. For some history, Samaritans were ethnic outsiders, and 
there was great tension between Samaritans and the Jewish people. 
However, John 4:4 records a short and seemingly insignificant detail: 
“Now he (Jesus) had to go through Samaria.” This route was out of the 
way of his destination, which was Galilee. Jesus knew someone needed 
to be ministered to, and it ended up being this woman. He asks her for 
a drink of water from the well, which was significant because the text 
says Jews and Samaritans do not associate with one another, and that 
includes not sharing their dishes. This was a significant bridge built by 
Jesus. Eventually, Jesus confronts her checkered past (something that 
could have ended the conversation quite quickly), but they then go on 
to have a deep theological conversation.

Here’s the point: Jesus affirmed this woman’s humanity before 
addressing her activity. His Gospel-centered sociology paved the way 
for a conversation about Gospel-centered theology. Dr. Tony Evans 
says it brilliantly: “Jesus’s sociology gave validity to the theology that 
was to come.” Words of affirmation can make a significant difference 
in someone’s life. We live in a world of negativity, degrading views of 
the self, and the unkind treatment of others, particularly in the isolated 
quarters of social media and smartphones. When we encourage 
someone and speak words of life to them, it influences them holistically. 
God doesn’t just value our soul – he values our whole self: mind, body, 
emotions and spirit. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6 that we are temples of 
the Holy Spirit.

You have an opportunity to be generous with your words.  Encouraging, 
affirming and caring for other people is a big deal.  You have a chance 
to show love to others.

You matter to God. Not just part of you, but ALL of you. Are you extending 
that same love, grace and affirmation to the people in your life? It might 
just pave the way for an encounter with the One who created them.  Be 
generous with encouragement and love today.

Week 5
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ACTION STEP

Write three handwritten notes of encouragement 
to people this week. It could be a dear friend, family 
member, mentor, pastor, coach or life group leader. Put 
into practice the joy of affirming someone’s personhood 
– for who they are and not necessarily what they do. 
Give your time and make this happen right now!
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Day 24 - Generosity Leads To Deeper Faith

In what ways do you give back? In what ways do you give back to God 
out of the abundance He has blessed you with? Is it something you think 
about?

You may be reading this and made the decision this past weekend 
to sponsor a child.  That is an opportunity you had to be generous. It 
isn’t the only way, but it was one way.  Regardless of if you did or didn’t 
decide to sponsor a child from World Vision, you should be looking 
at a way to be generous with your finances. This is something that 
immediately makes most people a little squirmy. Money is personal to 
people. When anyone starts talking about how someone should or 
shouldn’t spend their money, people start to tune out.  

The reality of anyone’s situation is God is the giver, sustainer and 
provider of everything you have. Check this out:

“O my people, listen as I speak.
    Here are my charges against you, O Israel:
    I am God, your God!
I have no complaint about your sacrifices
    or the burnt offerings you constantly offer.
But I do not need the bulls from your barns
    or the goats from your pens.
For all the animals of the forest are mine,
    and I own the cattle on a thousand hills.
I know every bird on the mountains,
    and all the animals of the field are mine.” - PSALM 50:7-12

God is the owner of everything. He doesn’t need your finances. Giving 
your finances is a reflection of your gratitude and obedience to Him. It is 
an act of trust when you give generously with your money. Generosity 
leads to a deeper faith.

Week 5
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ACTION STEP

If you didn’t get a chance to sponsor a child from 
World Vision, you can still do it. Head to the Northview 
Church website for instructions. You may be doing this 
challenge and have never started giving your finances 
to God’s work. Text GIVE to 85379 and click the link. This 
is a great way to start trusting God with your finances. If 
you already give, take time right now and pray for God 
to give you an opportunity to bless someone else who 
may have a need.
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Day 25 - What Can You Give?

When you go to church, what questions are you asking yourself on the 
way? Which one of the following describes you?

Will the message be good and apply to me?
Will the worship band play songs I like?
Will we get out on time?
Where will go for lunch afterward?

You may not ask any of those questions. What if you asked the question, 
“What can I give/bring?”

Changing your mindset of what church is could be just what you need 
to pursue living a generous life. God has given you gifts and talents to 
give back to the church. Going to church to get something is different 
from going to church to give something.  

There are people who are showing up who need what you have to 
bring to the table.  The church works best when everyone has a seat 
at the table and brings their God-given gifts/talents/passions for the 
purpose of blessing others. What do you have that you are holding on 
too tightly to?

“So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of 
the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their 
thanks to God. As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. 
For your generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are 
obedient to the Good News of Christ. And they will pray for you with 
deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to you. 
Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!”
-2 CORINTHIANS 9:12-15

The apostle Paul is encouraging the early church in Corinth to be 
generous because generosity will allow others to give God thanks. Isn’t 
that worth it? Your generosity is a way to point people to Jesus.

Week 5
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ACTION STEP

Start bringing a “generous mindset” to church every 
week. You have something to give to others. Below, write 
out what you feel like you bring to the table. What gifts 
has God given you that you can use to make the church 
better? Write all of them below and the pray and ask 
God how you can start using them in a greater way.
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WEEK SIX

Choose to Be Different
As you wrap up the Chosen challenge for the spiritual 
growth campaign, where will you go from here?  You were 
chosen which means you are set apart.  You were set 
apart to spend time with your creator, your sustainer and 
the one who holds it all together.  God wants time with you 
and he wants your life to honor Him in every way.

Right now in the space provided below, take some time 
and write down a few things in your life that need to 
change so that you can honor God more with your life. 
What areas aren’t honoring God the way it should be?  
How can you make changes that last? (Write down your 
responses below and also be ready to share with your life 
group or with someone you trust who can help you)
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Day 26 – Chosen by God 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them.
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good.” -GENESIS 1:27, 28A, 31

God has many names. One of the significant and earliest names is 
Creator. We call Him our Creator because He made the universe we 
experience each day; He made the nature we see around us, and He 
made humanity. He created us.

And that alone shows that from the very beginning, you were chosen 
by God. He existed before creating mankind, and he was just fine on 
his own. And yet, he wanted you to be here. God did not want to exist 
without you. And so, through His creation, He chose mankind, He chose 
you. The God of all power, authority, perfect justice, complete love and 
undeserved grace chose you. 

Not because he cherishes a “perfect” body, not because you are 
independent, not because you are helpful to others, not because of your 
high school athletics and not because of anything else you will ever 
achieve. You have been chosen by God. This is your value.
Chosen by God.

Week 6
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ACTION STEP

Look at the clock. Give yourself five minutes to just thank 
God for being chosen. Being chosen to exist at all. Being 
chosen to exist for the Creator of everything. Being 
chosen to exist as his favorite creation. Give a full five 
minutes to reflect and praise God for choosing you.
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Day 27 – Chosen to be Different

God the Creator chose humanity from the very beginning. However, 
humanity then chose to walk away from their Creator. You chose to walk 
away from your Creator when you first sinned. And every time to put 
something before God, in priorities, in finances, in relationships, in dating 
or in any action. Even though God chose us, we chose to walk away.

Would you offer friendship to someone after that person has already 
disgraced and made fun of you before? What if that person actually 
plotted against you? What if that person planned for your death? We’ve 
chosen things over God, and even seen his son Jesus Christ led to his 
death.

And yet, God hasn’t tossed us aside for this act of defiance. He hasn’t 
walked away. Instead, he did exactly the opposite of what makes sense. 
God RE-chose you. He came back for you again. After creating and 
choosing us, we walked away. And yet, God came after us AGAIN. This 
should cause us to want to LIVE DIFFERENT.

You are so valuable that God didn’t just pick you out once. He has 
chased you down again. You have been re-chosen by God through 
Jesus giving up everything he had for you. You matter. You have chosen 
and re-chosen by the Maker, Creator, Savior and King of the universe. 
What will your response be to a God who keeps coming after you with 
nothing but grace, love and mercy?

Week 6
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“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with him.” -ROMANS 8:14-17

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” -ROMANS 5:8

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved…For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared be-
forehand, that we should walk in them.” -EPHESIANS 2:4-5, 8-10

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
-JOHN 3:16-17

ACTION STEP

Read the following verses and reflect on the fact God 
has chosen and then re-chosen you. He defines your 
worth as so high he has come for time after time. You are 
chosen. You are chosen by God.
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Day 28 -  Gratitude

Psalm 118:24 says, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” Everything we experience in life is a gift created by 
God. Whether things are natural or man-made, they all point back to 
one source, the creator of everything. Because of this, we should rejoice 
and be thankful! 

Our creation, salvation and life we experience all come from God. 
Therefore, a spirit of gratitude is warranted. How often do we give 
credit to ourselves? Or forget God when circumstances in our lives are 
amazing, or just cruising along fine? Without a spirit of gratitude for 
all that God has made and done in our lives, we will encounter pride 
sooner than later. 

The book of Psalms is filled with expression of thankfulness and 
gratitude. Psalm 100 is the epitome of these psalms. It says: “Shout for joy 
to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his 
gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 
and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all the generations.” 

All the instruction and reason we could ever need for worshiping God 
is right in that psalm. God created us, he saved us and gave us life, and 
has provided for us since, all while loving us every step of the way. The 
natural response is worship with a grateful heart. 

Week 6
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ACTION STEP

We are instructed to return praise to the one who 
created and saved us. Below are some songs that 
express thanksgiving and gratitude for who God is and 
all he has done.  Take some time right now to listen to 2-3 
of these songs and reflect.

Faithful to the End (Live) – Bethel Music
Jesus I Come – Elevation Worship 
So Will I – Hillsong United
Be Enthroned (Live) – Jeremy Riddle, Bethel Music
Great is Thy Faithfulness

Below, write down the thoughts that came to your mind 
as you listened to the songs.
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Day 29 -  Live Different

The directive we have from our heavenly father is to be in the world but 
not of it.

“The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but 
you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the 
world, so it hates you.” -JOHN 15:19

In this verse and the verses around it, Jesus is making a distinction 
between two things: the world and the life He is calling you to. The 
enemy wants nothing more than to lull you into spiritual irrelevancy. The 
enemy wants you to care more about things that the world/culture/
friends care about than the things of the Lord. Jesus said living the way 
He is calling you to is in direct opposition to the world, so much so that 
the world should hate you.  

Those are strong words from Jesus. Think for a minute what that would 
take for the world to hate you because of the way you live out your 
faith. What would need to change about the way you live to be in direct 
opposition to how the world says you should live? It is almost like you 
need to pretend you’re a tourist in this life. Tourists stick out like a sore 
thumb. Tourists value the most important things about their journey. 
Tourists don’t care what the locals think. Tourists enjoy the trip and make 
sure to share about their experience. Tourists think ahead and prioritize 
things that matter. What if your everyday life resembled a tourist in this 
life?  

Live each day prioritizing how God wants you to live, talk, act, think, 
treat people, share, be generous, etc.

Live each day not caring what the world around you thinks; the only one 
whose opinion matters gave His son for you, has given you life, has given 
you His spirit, has promised never to leave you and has already told you 
that you are so valuable to Him.

Week 6
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ACTION STEP

In the space below, write down the things that would 
need to be different in order to live life how God would 
want.

For you, what would be the hardest part about living life 
with a tourist mindset?
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Day 30 - Be Different

Different can be looked at as odd, weird or strange. Different can also 
be something to be admired. People who think differently can change 
the world. People who come at problems differently come up with 
better solutions than others. People who are okay with different make 
decisions based on their personal values and beliefs and not what the 
world around them tries to sell them on.

Are you okay with different? You may be sitting in this moment, knowing 
you need to make some drastic changes in your life to live like God 
would have you live. It may almost be paralyzing. You may be sitting and 
thinking about minor changes. No matter what position you are in, there 
is a next step for you to take.

“As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven 
suddenly shone down around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, ‘Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?’
‘Who are you, lord?’ Saul asked.
And the voice replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! Now get 
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.’”
- ACTS 9:3-6

The apostle Paul, formerly known as Saul, made a drastic change 
seemingly overnight.  Paul, in a previous life, vilified those who followed 
Jesus and set out to have them killed for their beliefs. One encounter 
with Jesus can change you forever. Paul met Jesus on the road to 
Damascus and his next was changed. He made an about face and 
began preaching the Gospel to anyone who would listen. It made some 
people a little apprehensive about Paul; it made some people scared.  

“When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but 
they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a 
believer! Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how 
Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had 
spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the 
name of Jesus in Damascus.” -ACTS 9:26-27

Week 6
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ACTION STEP

What part of your life have you not fully surrendered 
to Jesus? In the space below, write out the why behind 
that answer. When you are done, pray and ask God 
to give you courage to live differently and to fully 
surrender to Him.

Living life differently could mean change. Living life differently is hard, that 
is why God sent His spirit to live in you. Truly living a life sold out for Jesus is 
the most fulfilling life you can choose. What will that look like for you?
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NOTES
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